
 

 

7.1 Edge Server Platform 
responsible for processing end user 

requests and serving the requested content, as well as for acting as 
intermediaries in our overlay network. The platform offers a rich 
set of functionality and content-handling features, developed over 
a decade of experience working with and supporting many of the 
most sophisticated websites and applications on the Internet. 
These controls not only ensure correct application behavior as 
experienced by the end user, but also optimize the performance of 
applications under different scenarios.  

An important feature of the edge server platform is its tremendous 
configurability via metadata configuration, which allows 
enterprises to retain fine-grained control in applying the 

 the handling of their content. 

As an example, a single virtual host (with a single DNS hostname) 
often contains a wide range of content with different 
characteristics. Some paths on the host may be configured as 
highly dynamic non-
application-tier as an origin. At the same time, other paths may 

correspond to stati
Authentication and other security policies may be configured for 
select paths while other paths may be configured to modify 
particular HTTP request and response headers. 

Below we list several categories of edge server capabilities to give 
an idea of the types of functionality controlled by metadata: 

 O rigin server location and content path (which may be 
different from the URL path given to the end user). 

 Cache control, including whether and how long to cache an 
object or part of an object. A number of different cache 
consistency and invalidation policies are available to suit 
different classes of content. 

 Cache indexing. Customers have the ability to specify what 
to include in the cache index for an object for example, 
whether to include a query string, ignore part of the URL 
path, or disregard case, in order to maximize the cacheability 
of their content while maintaining correctness. 

F igure 5: System components of the A kamai platform. 


